Activity Title: Introduction to the Michigan Flag

Intended Grade Level: 2-3

Target: Social Studies/Comprehension and Vocabulary

Written by: Mary Ann Graziani

Goal:

This lesson provides 2nd and 3~ grade students with an introduction to Michigan State Flag. Students will learn to identify the parts of the flag and understand what the flag represents. This lesson will provide students with an understanding of an important Michigan symbol. Students will learn be able to make a meaningful association of the flag and how it represents them. 
Specific Objectives

• Students will be able to describe a symbol and recognize the flag as a symbol by having brainstorming and discussion of the word. 

• Students will be able to describe and explain all the parts of a Michigan flag by viewing, demonstration, and modeling of the Michigan flag.

• Students will be able to interpret the Latin words on the flag and understand the meaning of the phrases through teacher modeling and demonstrating of the phrases and pronunciations. 

• Students will be able to examine and compare in their writing whether the flag is good representative for Michigan and decide how they can change it by writing a paragraph in their journal. 

• Students will be able to apply their knowledge of the Michigan flag by creating their own example of a flag to represent themselves. 
• Students will be able to use their judgment and offer opinions by voting on a flag to represent their classroom. 

 

Michigan Standards Addressed in this Lesson:

Social Studies:

Standard VI.2- Group Discussion

All students will engage their peers in constructive conversation about matters of public concern by clarifying issues, considering opposing views, applying democratic values, anticipating consequences, and working toward making decision.

Standard VI.3-Persuasive Writing

All students will compose coherent written essays that express a position on a public issue.

English:

Standard 2. All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal social, occupational, and civic contexts.

Standard 4. Language

All students will use the English language effectively

 

Materials Needed:

Flag worksheet

Crayons

Paper

Pencils

Chalk board and chalk.

Overhead

Overhead flag transparency

Scissors

Dark blue construction paper.

Latin to English paper strips

KWL charts

Word maps

Lesson:

This lesson is split into two parts. Part one will take approximately 1 ½  hours and part 2 will take approximately 2 hours. This lesson can be done in one day or split into two days.

PART 1

TIME:  1 ½  HOURS 

 

1. Write the word symbol on the board. Involve students in a discussion of what a symbol is. Brainstorm examples of symbols by making a word web on the board. Explain to students that the flag is a symbol. Flags represent a group of people as well as individuals. The flag represents each one of them.

2. Show students the Michigan flag and do a KWL on a poster board about the Michigan flag. Find out what students know about the Michigan flag and what they want to know. The last part of the KWL chart will be completed at the end of the lesson to assess what the students have learned.

3. Explain to students that Michigan has its own state flag. Have you ever looked closely at one? First, you can see most of the flag is bright blue. In the middle of the flag is the Michigan State Seal. The state seal is a picture which is the official symbol of our state. The seal was designed by Lewis Cass. He was a famous Michigan Man of long ago. The seal has several words on it that you will probably not understand because they are in Latin.

Point out the following on the flag to the students:

Deep blue background

Elk and Moose around a blue shield labeled Tuebor.

A shield pictures a man with one raised hand (which means peace) and a gun in the other hand (which means we will defend out state., a rising sun, a peninsula, and lakes.

Over the shield is a bald eagle holding a olive branch and a sheaf of three arrows.

A red ribbon reads e plurbus unum which is the state motto.

Under everything lie two white ribbons which say si auaeris peninsulum amonenum and

circumspice.

4. Explain the Latin words, what they mean, and how they are pronounced. Call on volunteer students to try pronouncing them.

Pluribus Unum (sounds like: A PLUR-ih-busOo-Num). It means "from many, one." It says this because the United States is made of many states.

Another word on the flag is "Tuebor (sounds like: TOO-a-bor) It means "I will Defend."

Then there is our state motto. "Si Quaeris Peninsulam Amoenan Circumspice." ( Sounds like: see KWI-rus PINE-in-sul-am AMOY-nam KER-kum-speh-ka). It means "If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look about you."

Vocabulary words-Have students define the words using a word map:

Defend

Pleasant

Peninsula

5. Put transparency of Michigan flag on overhead and explain to students how to color the seal by numbers. Pass out worksheet and have students color and cut out seal. They will then paste the seal onto dark blue construction paper. When they have completed their flags pass out English meaning strips for Latin words to each students. Students should paste the correct strip next to the matching Latin phrase on their flag.
PART 2 OF LESSON

TIME: 2 HOURS

Journal:

Ask students to write in their journal about whether they think the flag is a good symbol for Michigan, why or why not. What would they change. 

Divide students into cooperative learning groups and tell them brainstorm ideas about a class flag. Each group will make their own class flag with construction paper and markers to represent the class. Have them present them as a group to the class when finished.

Students will vote on which flag they will want to represent their class.

Assessment:

Various forms of assessment will be used:

1. Class discussion

2. Michigan flag project and English strips placed in on correct Latin phrase.

3. Journal

4. Cooperative group flag and presentation.

 
Latin to English Strips (copy and cut into strips for students to glue on to their flags):

Pluribus Unum -It means "from many, one." It says this because the United States is made of many states.”
Another word on the flag is "Tuebor - It means "I will Defend.”
State motto: "Si Quaeris Peninsulam Amoenan Circumspice.  It means "If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look about you."
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