ACTIVITY TITLE:  NBA TEAM CONTEXT CLUES

WRITTEN BY:  MARY ANN GRAZIANI

GRADE LEVEL 3-4

TARGET:  CONTEXT

1. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE:  

a. Instructional Objective:

· The targeted strategy for this lesson is using context clues.

· Students use a variety of strategies to determine word meaning and comprehend text.  

· Students extend existing vocabulary and establish meaning.

· Students learn about Shaquille O’Neal and NBA team names.

· Students learn to work together as a team.

· Students develop discussion skills

b. Behavioral Objectives From State Standards: 

The Michigan standards that are being address in this lesson plan are:

Standard 3: Meaning and Communication

All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in 

personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts. 

Standard 5:  Literature

All students will read and analyze a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature and other texts 

to seek information, ideas, enjoyment, and understanding of their individuality, our common heritage 

and common humanity, and the rich diversity of our society. 

2. Materials Required:

· NBA Team Name Poster

· Name That Team Worksheets

· Context Clues/Definition Sheet Poster

3. SEQUENCE OF LESSON

TEXT:  NBA SUPERSTAR SHAQUILLE O’NEAL (NBA READER 3 FOR AGES 7-9)

By Lyle Spencer

Scholastic Books

Pre-reading Activity

Look at the cover of the book and ask anyone if they know what this book will be about

Ask: Does anyone know who Shaquille O’Neal is.  

Ask: What do they know about him. 

Ask: What they think NBA stands for.  

Ask: Does anyone know what team Shaquille O’Neal plays for.  

Show children the NBA Team Names Poster and initiate a discussion about the different teams. 

Ask children to share their personal experiences and knowledge about basketball with the class.  

Ask children to name different sports.  

Ask children about other sports that they are interested in and if they have played on any teams or have siblings who play on a team.  

Have children explore the nba.com web site for more information on the NBA.

Ask children what they can do if they see a new word they don’t understand.  

Show students the Context Clues/Definition Poster.  Explain to them that while the story is being read they should raise their hand whenever they hear a word that they do not understand. The teacher will write the unfamiliar words under the word column.  They will reread the sentences above and below the unfamiliar word and look at pictures and try to guess the meaning of the word. 

During Reading Activity

As the story is being read have children raise their hand when they hear a word they do not understand.  Write each unfamiliar word on the Context Clues/Definition Poster and reread the sentences before and after the unfamiliar word. 

Model a think aloud strategy on how to use context clues by doing a think aloud strategy as you read the sentences with unfamiliar words.  

Example:  “Before he moved to Orlando, Florida, Shaq went to Los Angeles to spend some time with Magic Johnson.  The Lakers’ superstar gave Shaq a lot of advice.  They played basketball together and Magic taught Shaq come new tricks. “ 

Model the think aloud strategy:  ‘I don’t know what the word advice means.  Let’s read the sentence before and after for any clues to the meaning and guess what the meaning of the word may be from the clues.

Ask the class to list words that are clues to the meaning of the word and write them under the context clue column.  Have students then try to guess what the meaning of the word may be.  Let the students know the definition of the word if they can not guess the meaning and start reading again where the story again where was left off.  

Post Reading Activity

Hand out Name That Team Worksheets to each student.  Explain that the phrases and sentences on the worksheet give clues for the names of the NBA teams.  Read each clue carefully and try to figure out each team’s name. Provide the Team Names Poster to help students’ complete the work sheet.  When finished call on each student to give an answer to a question on the worksheet. 

EVALUATION

Individual Evaluation will be done by evaluating the students work sheet answers.  

Students will also be evaluated on their understanding of context clues from the Context Clues/Definition class activity. 

4. EXTENSIONS:

Invite a guest to talk about basketball.

Take the class to see a local high school or middle school basketball game. 

Have students explore nba.com

________________________________________________________________________

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON PLAN:

NBA Team Names Poster

Indiana Pacers

Detroit Pistons

New Orleans Hornets

Milwaukee Bucks

Atlanta Hawks

Toronto Rapers 

Chicago Bulls

Cleveland Cavaliers

Philadelphia 76’rs

Boston Celtics

N.J. Nets
Orlando Magic 

Washington Wizards

New York Nicks

Miami Heat 

Dallas Mavericks 

San Antonio Spurs

Houston Rockets

Minnesota Timerwolves

Utah Jazz

Denver Nuggets

Memphis Grizzlies

Sacramento Kings

Seattle Super Sonics

Phoenix Suns

Portland Trailblazers

SanFrancisco Warriers

Los Angeles Lakers 

Los Angeles Clippers

Name That Team Worksheet

1. The opposite of chill. ______________Answer: Miami Heat

2   Something that can go to the moon. _______________Answer: Houston Rockets

3   A kind of music. _____________Answer: Utah Jazz

4   The opposite of moons ____________Answer: Phoenix Suns

5    A king marries a ___________.Answer: Sacramento Kings

6   A sport truck.____________Answer: Portland Trailblazers

7 What you use to cut hair.______________Answer:  L.A. Clippers

8 You can use these to catch butterflies._____________Answer: New Jersey Nets

9 A type of fighting bird._____________Answer: Atlanta Hawks

10 A type of part used in a car. ________________Answer: Detroit Pistons

11 Insects that can sting.______________.  Answers:  New Orleans Hornets

12 The year of the Declaration of Independence.________Answer Philadephia 76’rs

13 A kingdom for families to visit in Disney World._________Answer:  Orlando Magic

14 What was found in the gold rush.__________Answer: Denver Nuggets__________

15 A type of bear. _______________Answer: Memphis Grizzlies

