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Voting Unit 4th Grade 


At the fourth grade level, students will discover the voting process as individuals, teammates, and a whole class. Each day, students will explore one aspect of voting in America. By the end of the unit, students should have a clear understanding of the importance of voting, the workings of a democracy, and the voting process. They will also take part in a vote that affects their classroom.

Unit Objectives

1. Students will develop and fill out a voter registration card and turn it in to a designated person.

2. Students will be able to explain the duties of the precinct workers and apply their knowledge of the voting process by performing jobs that imitate precinct workers.  They will be able to explain the duties of the precinct workers.

3. Students will understand voter responsibly and why it is important to vote.

4. Students will expand their math skill by evaluation and tally of election results and making a bar graph.

5. Student will be able to explain that throughout U.S. history, the right to vote has been expanded to include more Americans.

6. Students will understand why the right to vote is important in a democracy. 

7. Students will develop an understanding of the voting process through a dramatization of the voting process.

8. Students will learn to make judgments and offer opinions about a classroom issue and then take part in a vote. 

9. Students will learn communication skills through class discussion.

10. Students will learn teamwork while working with their classmates as a team in the voting process.

11. Students will apply basic Internet technology skills for research.

Day 1

· Together, the class will read Granddaddy's Gift, by Margaree King Mitchell (New York: Bridge Water Books, 1997). This story is about Little Joe who loves her granddaddy so much she would rather stay home with him than go to school. However, Granddaddy tells her she needs to go to school so she will have choices when she grows up. Granddaddy shows his own courage and determination by studying for the Constitution test so he can become their town's first black registered voter. 
· The teacher will then initiate a class discussion about the story, one’s right to vote, and the power this right gives an individual.

· Teacher will introduce the idea of voting for a class mascot. The class will choose between three mascots. 

· Students will be divided into teams with varying ability levels.

· Each team will be given a mascot to represent.

· The teams will then develop slogans, posters, short advertisements, and songs to promote their candidate. 

Day 2

· The County Clerk will be a guest speaker to discuss the voting process. There will be time for a question and answer session. 

· Student teams will continue their work on any aspect of their campaign.

Day 3

· Students will work in small teams of 2-3 students to complete research on Kids 
· Voting Internet site http://www.kidsvotingusa.org/
· Students will be provided with a worksheet that asks them a series of questions that they can answer by accessing the Internet site. Questions will also refer students back to the story read on Day 1.

· Final day to develop posters, slogan, videotape ad, or record campaign jingle. 

Day 4

· Student teams will have an opportunity to promote their candidate for class 

mascot. They can show their videotaped ad, play their campaign jingle, and share 

their slogans with the class

· One team will develop ballots on the computer and print them out

· Another team will create and design the ballot box

A third team will distribute voter registration cards to the class 

· A fourth team will help set up voting booth and area for voting dramatization

· Students will fill out their registration cards

· Students will learn how to fill out a ballot

Day 5 

Materials:

· Registration cards

· Paper and pencils

· Voting Booth

· Ballot Box

· Ballots

· Computers

· Chart paper for graphing

Procedures:

· Students will demonstrate a voting simulation.

· Students will play the role of a worker at a typical voting setting.

· Students will tally the votes

· Students will graph the tallied votes with pie graphs, line graphs, and bar graphs.

· Class Mascot will be determined for the year.

Unit Assessments:

Performance Assessment 

Open-ended or extended response exercises. 

Student will keep a journal of the 4-5 day Right to Vote unit. Student should write about individual and group observations, important historical facts about voting, process of filling out the ballot, guess speakers, notes on team presentations etc. Student will review journal entries and compile into a Report on the 4-5 day event. Students will follow the writing process and submit rough draft for a peer revision and teacher revision. Student will turn in final draft for a letter grade. Students work will be submitted  to their portfolio.

Rubrics for individual students’ completion of unit assignments provided.

	Category
	     Exemplary

            4
	      Accomplished

                3
	   Developing

         2
	      Beginning

            1
	  Score

	Content
	All unit objectives are mastered.  Topics are covered in depth. Went beyond assignment requirements.
	Most unit objectives are mastered.  Topics are covered. Includes pertinent details.
	Some unit objectives are mastered. Covers topic in superficial manner.  Few details are included.
	Few unit objectives are mastered.  Topic is not fully covered.  Few or no details.
	

	Inquiry Skills
	Evidence that all content has been carefully analyzed and evaluated.  

Students can carefully explain or defend their reasons for choosing sources in their presentation.
	Evidence that content has been evaluated and analyzed, but not effectively synthesized.

Some attempt to explain why materials were chosen.
	Some evidence that content has been either evaluated or analyzed, but no evidence it has been synthesized.

Little evidence that student can explain why materials were chosen.
	Little evidence that the content has been evaluated, analyzed, or synthesized.

No evidence that student can explain why materials were chosen.  
	

	 Technology 
	 Used a variety of multimedia effects (images, sounds, video, etc.)

Used a variety of appropriate sources.
	Used more than one multimedia effect (images, sounds, video, etc,)

Used more than one appropriate source.
	Used one-multimedia effects (images, sounds, video, etc.)

Used one appropriate source.
	Used no multimedia effects (images, sounds, video, etc.) 

Used no appropriate sources.
	

	Presentation
	Presentation is highly organized, thorough, and cohesive.

Presentation is of appropriate length.

Uses original approach effectively.
	Presentation is organized, thorough, and cohesive. 

Presentation is of appropriate length.  Uses original approach.
	Presentation needs work with its organization, thoroughness, and cohesiveness.

Presentation is almost of appropriate length.

All terms and concepts are not clarified for the audience.
	Presentation is not organized thorough or cohesive.

Presentation is of an inappropriate length.

Terms and concepts are not clarified for the audience.
	

	Teamwork
	Consistently demonstrated vital leadership. Consistently on-task throughout the unit.  Maintain positive attitude throughout the unit. Played a critical role in organizing and facilitation group learning.
	Frequently demonstrated leadership. 

Regularly on-task throughout the unit.  Maintained positive attitude throughout the unit. Played a role in organizing and facilitating group learning.
	Regularly contributed to group effort.  

Usually on-task throughout the unit.

Generally had a positive attitude.

Played a limited role in facilitation group learning.
	Sometimes contributed to the group effort.

Rarely on task.

Not always a positive attitude.

Played a very limited role in facilitating group learning.
	


Benchmarks:

National Standards 

Social Studies:

X: Civic Ideals and Practices 
· identify examples of rights and responsibilities of citizens; 

· identify and practice selected forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic; 

· recognize and interpret how the "common good" can be strengthened through various forms of citizen action 

Math:

NM-DATE-5.1 Formulate questions that can be addressed with data and collect, organize, and display relevant data to answer 

NM-DATA.3-5.2: Select and use appropriate statistical methods to analyze data 

NM-DATA.3-5.3: Develop and evaluate inferences and predictions that are based on data 

Technology:

    NT.K-12.3 Technology productivity tools

· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 

· Students use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works. 

Fine Arts:

NA-T.K-4.2 ACTING BY ASSUMING ROLES AND INTERACTING IN IMPROVISATIONS 

· Students imagine and clearly describe characters, their relationships, and their environments 

· Students assume roles that exhibit concentration and contribute to the action of classroom dramatizations based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, literature, and history 

NA-T.K-4.4 DIRECTING BY PLANNING CLASSROOM DRAMATIZATIONS 

Achievement Standard: 

· Students collaboratively plan and prepare improvisations and demonstrate various ways of staging classroom dramatizations 
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